[Principles of hemodynamics and sonographic techniques for the evaluation of veins of the neck and limbs].
Deep venous thrombosis and venous insufficiency are now easily diagnosed with US imaging. US allows anatomic evaluation of the vessel walls and dynamic evaluation of flow velocities. Knowledge of vascular anatomy and physiology is required to interpret US data. The sensitivity of US for the diagnosis of deep venous thrombosis is up to 95% at the leg level, 98% at the popliteal level, and 100% at the femoral level with a specificity of nearly 100%. Venography is thus rarely performed. The sensitivity for the diagnosis of deep venous thrombosis at the neck level is up to 90%. Follow-up can easily be performed because of the wide availability of US.